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Factsheet: Install a Grounded Outlet 
 

Occasionally you will encounter a building with 
older wiring, having receptacles with only two 
slots (called “hot” and “neutral”).  These older 
receptacles don’t contain a round slot for the 
“equipment ground.”  If you have a tool with 
a 3-prong plug, this is a problem. 

The best solution is to have a licensed 
electrician install one or more grounded 
outlets.  Of course, this will take some time 
and money.  Is there anything else you can do 
instead?  Here are three possibilities: 

In the United States (but not in Canada) you 
can buy a 3-prong adaptor.  This is not a 
good idea unless you’re sure of what 
you’re doing. 

These adaptors generally come with either a 
small metal tab (to be attached to the screw 
securing a receptacle to its box cover) or with 
a short wire (often with green insulation and a 
thin, bare lug at the end of the wire).   

In theory, you can attach the metal tab or the 
grounding wire to a grounded screw in a 
grounded receptacle, thereby getting your 
equipment ground connection. 

If you don’t know what you’re doing, 
such as, if there’s no proper ground at 
the receptacle, there is no equipment 
ground, therefore, no protection from 
electrical shock. 

Another possible alternative is to get your 
power from a grounded generator supplying a 
120 volts AC grounded outlet. 

(Of course, your generator must be outdoors 
so hazardous engine exhaust can’t enter your 
work area, and you’ll need a grounded 
extension cord.) 

Finally, you could do your work with cordless 
tools, operating at a relatively low DC voltage 
with re-chargeable batteries.  This method 
would eliminate the 120 volts AC electrical 
hazard you’d otherwise encounter. 

NEVER break off a grounding 
prong from a 3-conductor 
plug.  Your tools will still 
work, but you will have no 
protection from a dangerous 
electrical shock in the event of 
an electrical defect in the tool! 

 

 
 


