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Based on NYCOSH’s preliminary data, from January 2016 to April 28, 2017, 48 worker deaths in New York City have occurred including New 
York City workers that have perished due to 9/11 illnesses. Many go unnamed and uncounted. NYCOSH’s count of NYC occupational fatalities 
including deaths of NYC workers from 9/11-related illness has been compiled from data derived from OSHA, NYC DOH, the John Feal 
Foundation, and original NYCOSH research of media coverage.  The Bureau of Labor Statistics released the most updated data in December 
for 2015, the most recent year fully reported by the bureau. According to BLS, there were 162 in New York State (excluding New York City) 
and 74 in New York City in 2015. 

Date of Death Address/Employer Name Age Union/Non-
Union 

Description 

1/3/2016 World Trade Center, 
New York, NY 

1. Thomas Kelly 58 Union - 
FDNY 

A 58 year old retired FDNY firefighter died of 
throat cancer. He worked for 17 years in the 
Bronx and was a 9/11 first responder. His cancer 
was related to working at ground zero. 

1/4/2016 5765 Broadway, 
Bronx, NY 10463 

2. Adam Garcia 28 Non A 28 year old McDonald's employee was stabbed 
to death after asking a man to leave the 
establishment. 

1/6/2016 Bronx, NY 3. Norman Valle 59 Union - 
FDNY 

A 59 year old retired FDNY EMT died of 9/11-
related leukemia. 

2/4/2016 124 East 107th 
Street, New York, NY 
10029 

4. Konstantinos 
Potamousis  

62 Non A 62 year old construction worker fell six stories. 
He was standing on a fire escape while replacing 
roof gutters and was not wearing safety 
equipment. NYC Department of Buildings issued 
a stop-work order. 

2/22/2016 Loeb Boathouse, 
Central Park, New 
York, NY 

5. Manuel 
Sobral  

56 Non A 56 year old construction worker was fatally 
crushed by his own van in Central Park. He was 
trying to free a piece of fence that was stuck 
under his truck by stepping on the fence with one 
foot and applying pressure to the gas with the 
van in reverse. He fell under the vehicle and was 
crushed. 

3/1/2016 Elm Place, East 
Fordham Road, Bronx 
NY 10458 

6. Christopher 
Cabrera 

27 Non A 27 year old cell phone store worker was 
handing out fliers outside Bronx Wireless. He got 
into an argument with a co-worker who fatally 
stabbed him. 

3/6/2016 38-18 Astoria 
Boulevard, Queens, 
NY 11102 

7. George 
Patouhas 

55 Non A 55 year old liquor store owner was stabbed, 
splashed with a chemical, and set on fire after he 
intervened in an argument at his liquor store. 

https://www.bls.gov/news.release/cfoi.nr0.htm
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3/12/2016 10709 Rockaway 
Blvd, Ozone Park, NY 
11417 

8. Elsworth Reid 43 Non A 43 year old bouncer was attacked by customers 
while trying to break up an argument at the bar 
he was working at. 

 

4/1/2016 1229 45th St, 
Brooklyn NY 11219 

9. Alex Santizo  22 Non A 22 year old construction worker fell down an 
air shaft after he was hit by a piece of the roof of 
a townhouse he was working on. 

4/3/2016 
 

10. Deborah A. 
Garbutt-Jeff 

50 Union - 
NYPD 

50 year old Deborah Garbutt-Jeff died from 9/11 
related illnesses. 

4/4/2016 305 24th St, 
Brooklyn, NY 11232 

11. Phil 
Dellegrazie 

63 Non A 63 year old ironworker was carrying boxes 
outside his shop when his car was carjacked. He 
chased the thief who shoved him to the ground 
and ran over him. 

4/15/2016 2410 Surf Ave, 
Brooklyn, NY 11224 

12. Igor Begun 54 Union - IBT 
237 

A 54 year old elevator mechanic was fatally 
shocked while working in the elevator machine 
room at the Coney Island Houses. 

4/18/2016 Rose General 
Constuction Corp, 
Middle Village, NY 
11379 

13. Lorenzo 
Perechu  

Unknown Non Lorenzo Perechu, age unknown, was killed when 
he fell from a roof. 

4/21/2016 LRN Enterprises Corp, 
New York, NY 10014 

14. Luis Mata 32 Non A 32 year old construction worker was 
dismantling scaffolding in a luxury condo building 
when a loose scaffolding plank fell 10 stories and 
hit his head. He was wearing a hard hat, but 
suffered severe back and neck injuries and died 
at the hospital. The building has several open 
violations with NYC Department of Buildings. 

5/2/2016 Elite Window and 
Carpet Cleaning Co, 
New York, NY 10028 

15. Paul 
Benalcazar 

57 Non A 57 year old window washer fell three 
stories.  He was not wearing a safety harness, 
and slipped after losing his grip while cleaning 
the outside of an apartment window. 

6/4/2016 BS&F Auto Parts Inc, 
Bronx, NY 10472 

16. Unknown Unknown Non A worker was stuck and killed by merchandise 
rack that collapsed. His name and age are 
unknown. 
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7/22/2016 24/7 Lifting Inc, 
Brooklyn, NY 11233 

17. Unknown 44 Non A 44 year old Brooklyn construction worker was 
critically injured Friday afternoon when a 
cinderblock fell on his head at a work site. 

7/23/2016 La Reguera 
Dominicana, New 
York, NY 10033 

18. Jose 
Fernandez 

43 Non A 43-year-old worker at a discount store was 
loading merchandise in a freight elevator when it 
began to ascend, pinning and crushing him 
against the ceiling. NYC Department of Buildings 
(DOB) issued a vacate order. Records show that 
the storeowner has been issued DOB violations 
for construction without a permit and illegal 
occupancy. 

8/9/2016 230 Valentine Ave, 
Bronx, NY 10458 

19. Wally Camara 49 Non A 49-year-old bodega clerk was fatally shot 
during an altercation between another individual 
and the police. 

8/10/2016 Bayside, NY 20. Ray 
McGowan 

56 Union - 
NYPD 

56-year old retired NYPD Sgt. Ray McGowan, a 
past president of the police department's 
Emerald Society and the father of NY1 reporter 
Clodagh McGowan, died Wednesday after a long 
illness. 

8/26/2016 Harlem, NY 21. William 
Woodlan  

66 Union - 
FDNY 

A 66-year old retired FDNY firefighter has died 
after fighting a 9/11-related cancer. 

9/15/2016 Crowne Architectural 
Systems Inc, New 
York, NY 10019 

22. Bruno 
Travalja 

52 Non A 52-year-old architect fell more than 40 floors to 
his death from a construction site. He was 
wearing a harness that was not attached to 
anything. 

9/20/2016 Staten Island, NY 23. Ronald Dean 
Biller 

77 Union - 
FDNY 

77 year old U.S. Coast Guard commander, FDNY 
lieutenant, died of 9/11 related illness 

9/24/2017 11108 Merrick Blvd, 
Queens, NY 11433 

24. Mamadou 
Diallo 

46 Non A 46-year-old bodega clerk was fatally shot in the 
head during a robbery at a deli where he worked 
the overnight shift. 

9/25/2017 304 W. 234th St, 
Bronx, NY 10463 

25. Michael Fahy 44 Union A 44-year-old fire department deputy chief was 
fatally struck by debris during an explosion that 
occurred while he was directing a response to a 
gas odor complaint 
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10/11/2016 NYD&E Group Inc, 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 

26. Paul Kennedy 43 Non A 43-year-old construction worker was fatally 
injured when a piece of crane equipment fell at 
least 60 feet and struck him. NYC Department of 
Buildings issued a Stop Work Order. 

10/26/2016 Welkin Mechanical 
LLC, Brooklyn, NY 
11235 

27. Michael 
Buffamante 

31 Union - DC 
37 

A 31-year-old contractor fell off scaffolding into a 
35-foot deep wastewater treatment tank while 
he was installing dechlorination equipment. He 
was rescued by FDNY divers after eight minutes 
of submersion and transported to a hospital, 
where he was pronounced dead. 

11/3/2016 Southbound G track 
between Fort 
Hamilton Parkway 
and Church Avenue 
stations, Brooklyn, 
NY 

28. Louis Gray 53 Union - 
TWU Local 
100 

A 53-year-old MTA transit worker was struck and 
killed by a subway train as it rounded a curve.  

11/22/2016 residential housing 
complex on 134st 
Street near the 
corner of 82nd 
Avenue 

29. George Smith  47 Non Two construction workers were killed in the 
Briarwood section of Queens on Tuesday when a 
steel beam fell onto a crane 

11/22/2016 residential housing 
complex on 134st 
Street near the 
corner of 82nd 
Avenue 

30. Elizandro 
Enriquez 
Ramos  

43 Non Two construction workers were killed in the 
Briarwood section of Queens on Tuesday when a 
steel beam fell onto a crane 

12/9/2016 Domino Sugar 
Factory, Brooklyn 

31. Wilfredo 
Enriques  

59 Non A construction worker just shy of retirement 
after more than two decades on the job died in a 
two-story fall from scaffolding at the Domino 
Sugar Factory development  
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12/23/2016 Superior Vending, 
LLC., Marine Park 
Parking Lot 
BROOKLYN  NY 11229 

32. Angel Tubens Unknown Non A worker was struck and killed by a box truck in 
Brooklyn.  

12/23/2016 Highbury Concrete 
Inc., 153 E. 87th St 
NEW YORK  NY 10128 

33. Mahamoudon 
Marega 

30 Non A 30-year-old construction worker died Friday 
morning after falling more than three stories 
down an elevator shaft at an Upper East Side 
site, police said. 

1/6/2017 Rego Park, NY 34. Stephen 
Kubinski 

59 Union - 
NYPD 

59 year old Stephen Kubinski died of 9/11 related 
illness. 

1/22/2017 Bronx, NY 35. Kevin Rooney 38 Union - 
FDNY 

38 year old Firefighter Kevin Rooney of Engine 
Company 42 in the Bronx died of 9/11 related 
illnesses. 

1/26/2017 Staten Island, NY 36. John Charles 
Rowland 

54 Union - 
NYPD 

52 year old John Rowland of Staten Island NY 
passed away at Weill Cornell Medical Center 
from 9/11 related illnesses. 

2/9/2017 Queens, NY 37. Edith Torres 46 Union - 
FDNY 

46 year old Lt. Edith Torres, of Queens, died 
Wednesday of a Sept. 11-related illness, 
according to FDNY and union officials. 

2/9/2017 333 E. 93rd Street, 
Manhattan, 10128 

38. Miguel 
Gonzalez 

59 Union - 
32BJ 

A 59-year-old doorman was shoveling snow 
when he fell down a flight of stairs into a glass 
window and suffered deep cuts on his neck and 
face. He died after being transported to a 
hospital. 

2/11/2017 30-03 Review 
Avenue, Queens, NY 

39. Rakesh Ram 28 Non A 28-year-old construction worker exited a 
forklift after putting it in neutral. The forklift 
rolled forward and he was crushed between it 
and a van. 

2/21/2017 Brooklyn, NY 40. Rose Scott 
 

Union - 
FDNY 

FDNY EMT Rose Scott has died of 9/11-illness 

3/10/2017 356 Meredith Ave, 
Staten Island, NY 
10314 

41. Antonio 
Veloso 

54 Union - 
Laborers 
1010 

A 54-year-old construction worker was killed 
after being struck by a load that had fallen off a 
crane. 
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3/16/2017 White Plains Rd & 
Watson Ave, Bronx, 
NY 10472 

42. Yadira Arroyo 44 Union - 
FDNY 

A 44-year-old FDNY emergency medical 
technician died after she was run over by a stolen 
ambulance. 

4/1/2017 Queens, NY 43. Mario 
Bastidas 

55 Union - 
FDNY 

55-year old FDNY EMS Lieutenant Mario Bastidas 
(retired) died on April 1, 2017 from World Trade 
Center-related cancer. 

4/3/2017 Staten Island, NY 44. Roy Smith 67 Union - 
FDNY 

67-year old Roy Smith retired from Ladder 156 in 
Brooklyn in 2003, also served his country in 
Vietnam as a member of the U.S. Air Force.   

4/7/2017 Brooklyn, NY 45. David 
Guevara 

45 Union - 
NYPD 

A 45-year old NYPD cop in Brooklyn died Friday 
from a 9/11-related cancer 

4/8/2017 Mary Manning Walsh 
Home, Lenox Hill, NY 

46. James Lanza 71 Union - 
FDNY 

71 year old retired Firefighter James (Jimmy) 
Lanza, died from 9/11-related brain cancer. 

4/12/2017 1604 Broadway, near 
W. 49th St 

47. Jose Cruz 59 Non Construction worker, 59, killed in 'completely 
preventable' plunge at Times Square site 

4/20/2017 Ridgewood, NY 48. William Tolley 42 Union - 
FDNY 

Tolley, 42, the married father of an 8-year-old 
girl, died after a bizarre five-story plunge while 
working on the roof of a Queens building hit by a 
small blaze three floors below, officials said. 

 


