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NYCOSH Board of Directors

Jessica Garcia, Chair
Retail Wholesale, and Department Store Union

Luis Fernando Gomez, Co-Vice Chair
Workers United NY-NJ Regional Joint Board

May Kyi, Co-Vice Chair
32BJ SEIU

Jean Grassman, Secretary
Professional Staff Congress

Robert Grey, Treasurer
Grey and Grey, LLP

Eno Awotoye, Member at Large
Retail Action Project

Brendan Griffith, Member at Large
NYC Central Labor Council

Matthew Kozak, Member at Large
Civil Service Employees Association, Local 1000

Earl Phillips, Member at Large
Transport Workers’ Union Local 100

Jose Santos
SSEU Local 371

Claudia Shacter-deChabert, Member at Large
School of Labor and Urban Studies, CUNY

Deborah Williams, Member at Large
District Council 37 AFSCME

Fred Wren, Long Island Representative
Retail Wholesale, and Department Store Union, Local 338



NYCOSH

2021 VIRTUAL Awards Gala

September 30, 2021

New York Committee for

Occupational Safety and Health



Proudly Honors

Senator Jessica Ramos

Labor Activism Award
Tony Utano

President, Transport Workers Union Local 100

Karen Silkwood Award
Barbara Bowen

former President, Professional Staff Congress


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Thank You to Our Sponsors

NYCOSH 42nd Annual Gala

MOVEMENT BUILDER
Greater New York Laborers-Employers Cooperation  

and Education Trust



WORKERS’ RIGHTS CHAMPION
Barasch and McGarry



JORNALERO DE JUSTICIA
New York State LiUNA

NYS Laborers Employer Health & Safety Trust

Retail Wholesale and Department Store Union

Grey & Grey, LLP

Transport Workers’ Union, Local 100, AFL-CIO



WORKERS’ RIGHTS ACTIVIST
Civil Service Employees Association, 

Local 1000, AFSCME, AFL-CIO
Greater New York Building and Construction Trades Council

Injured Workers’ Bar Association
The Perecman Firm, PLLC
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Jessica Ramos

Jessica Ramos has spent her life fighting 
for working families, advocating for labor, 
and organizing her local community. Born in 
Elmhurst to an undocumented seamstress 
and a printing pressman, Jessica was raised  
in Astoria, attended Queens public schools, 
and now lives in Jackson Heights with her  
two sons.

A strong union advocate, Ramos worked 
with Build Up NYC to fight for construction, 
building and hotel maintenance workers in 
New York City. Ramos also worked with SSEU 
Local 371 and 32BJ SEIU, where she helped 
building maintenance workers, office cleaners 
and public schools cleaners win contracts that 
protected their rights, wages, and benefits.

Jessica was a member of Queens Community 
Board 3 and served as Democratic District 
Leader in the 39th Assembly District. Jessica 
sat on the boards of the Jackson Heights 
Beautification Group and Farmspot, Jackson 
Heights’ community-supported agriculture 
(CSA) program. She has received awards for 
her work with the LGBTQ community and her 
advocacy on behalf of Women and Minority-
Owned Businesses.

As the first American-born in her family, 
Jessica feels a deep sense of responsibility 
in bridging the gap between immigrant and 
non-immigrant communities. Jessica’s mother 
crossed the Mexican border by herself at 24, 
and her father was arrested in a workplace 
immigration raid in the early 1980’s and spent 
days held in a detention center. 

Even as a teenager, Jessica was outspoken 
against poverty and the internal 

displacement of Colombians. She was elected 
President of the NYC Colombian Liberal Youth 
Council in 2002 and subsequently elected 
President of the NYC Colombian Liberal Party 
in 2005. 

Most recently, Jessica served as Director of 
Latino Media for the City of New York. As 
the city’s chief Latina spokesperson, Jessica 
helped keep our city’s 1.87 million Spanish-
speaking residents, and the community 
and ethnic media at large, informed about 
government services and initiatives.

Jessica credits her love for activism and public 
service to her parents, Colombian immigrants 
who fought for and won the right to dual 
citizenship for Colombian-Americans and 
founded Siempre Colombia, a not-for-profit 
organization in Jackson Heights.

Jessica does not have a driver’s license—she 
rides the subway every day.
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Tony Utano

Anthony “Tony” Utano is President of the 
46,000-member Transport Workers Union Local 
100, which represents the men and women to 
operate and maintain the New York City Bus and 
Subway system, as well as workers in the School 
Bus Industry, tour buses, New York Waterway, 
Liberty Lines Transit (Bee-Line) and numerous 
other private bus companies in Westchester. 

Prior to his election as Local President, Utano served 
as Vice President of the Local 100 Maintenance of 
Way Division, the largest Department of the Local 
with more than 8,000 workers.

He is also Vice President of the International 
Transport Workers Union of America, 
representing more than 145,000 members 
nationwide and has been elected a delegate to 8 
consecutive International Conventions.

Tony started with New York City Transit straight 
out of Grady Vocational High School in 1980 
in the Power Department, one of the most 
dangerous jobs in transit. His responsibilities 
included inspecting and maintaining power 
substations, responding to power emergencies, 
electrical fires and other crises related to bringing 
power to the third rail.

Early on, because he was concerned about safety 
on the job, and what he perceived to be an unfair 
distribution of overtime, he began attending 
union meetings to make his views known. 

He was told by the union organizer at the time to 
“stop complaining, get involved in the union and 
do something about it.” He was offered an entry-
level spot for office in the union election in 1982 
and won. He was 19 years old.

He has won elective office in every union election 
since then, including as Section Vice Chair, 
Section Chair, Division Chair for 26 years, Vice 
President for 8 years, and now President since 
September 2017. 

As such, Tony is the longest serving elected 
official in TWU Local 100. 

He credits his longevity in elections to “working 
hard to get better at the job, and by always fighting 
hard for the membership.” He took arbitration 
courses on his own time, and attended scores of 
arbitrations as an observer to pick up the nuances 
of case presentation and cross-examination. 

In addition to his elected positions, he worked 
for a number of years in the Local’s Bargaining 
Unit Protection department, which focuses on 
preventing the contracting out of union work.

During his years as Vice President, he used that 
experience to grow his Maintenance of Way 
(MOW) Department from 6,000 members to over 
8,000 members today. The gain in work positively 
impacts all MOW titles covering Track, Structures, 
Power, and Line Equipment-Signals. Pay and 
overtime hours also increased dramatically under 
his watch.

He is a powerful advocate for training and 
education for workers to acquire the skills 
necessary to qualify for the new, higher paying 
technical jobs. 

Tony, the son of Sicilian immigrant parents, 
Gina and Salvatore, founded the annual Italian 
American Heritage Celebration in Local 100 in 
2005. In the past 13 years, it has become one of 
the most popular ethnic events in TWU.

Tony also launched a recognition campaign to 
acknowledge the more than 3,000 transit workers 
who participated in the rescue and recovery effort 
at Ground Zero, but whose participation has gone 
largely unnoticed by the City.

Tony is a lifelong resident of Bensonhurst, 
Brooklyn. He has served on Community Board 12 
and coached youth basketball for 20 years. He 
is the proud father of a son, Salvatore, daughter, 
Gina, and two granddaughters.
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Barbara Bowen

Barbara Bowen, a professor of English at The City University of 
New York, was president of the Professional Staff Congress/CUNY, 
for 21 years, first elected in 2000 and reelected for six subsequent 
terms.  She left office this summer to make way for new leadership 
and return to being a rank-and-file union member.

Part of a dissident caucus that fought for union leadership, Barbara 
helped to remake the PSC as a fighting union that stood up for 
students’ rights, fought tuition increases and campaigned against 
imperialist wars while at the same time winning groundbreaking 
advances in salary, health insurance, research support and work-life 
balance for PSC members. 

She is especially proud that the PSC Health and Safety Watchdog 
Committee, which was formed in her first year in office, is still 
going strong and has become a life-saving force within CUNY 
during the pandemic.
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DC 37’s Everyday Heroes

Congratulations
from

DC
AFSCME

AFL-CIO

Representing 125,000 public employees

www.dc37.net

THE UNION THAT MAKES 
             NEW YORK CITY RUN.

NEVER
     QUIT

WE

Henry Garrido, Executive Director
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Greater New York LECET

Mason Tenders’ District Council

Asbestos, Lead & Hazardous Waste Laborers Local 78

Construction & General Building Laborers Local 79

are proud to support

NYCOSH
Congratulations to all
of this year’s honorees

WE BUILT THIS CITY
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Senator Jessica Ramos

Tony Utano

Barbara Bowen

 

The Retail, Wholesale andThe Retail, Wholesale and
Department Store UnionDepartment Store Union

 is honored to celebrate with
NYCOSH the leadership of

Stuart Appelbaum
President

Jack Wurm
Secretary-Treasurer
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GREY & GREY, LLP 
CONGRATULATIONS TO 

 
SEN. JESSICA RAMOS 

TONY UTANO 
AND 

BARBARA BOWEN 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR WORK IMPROVING 
OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH 

 
 NASSAU   SUFFOLK   QUEENS 
              360 Main Street          646 Main Street        118-35 Queens Boulevard 
         Farmingdale, NY 11735   Port Jefferson, NY 11777                    Suite 1505 
               (516) 249-1342   (631) 249-1342             Forest Hills, NY 11375 
                                  (718) 268-5300 

          MANHATTAN      BRONX                    WESTCHESTER 
               115 Broadway                    2932 Wilkinson Ave                    300 Hamilton Ave 
                  Suite 403    Room 503  Suite 209 
          New York, NY 10006                        Bronx, NY 10461                   White Plains, NY 10601 
             (212) 964-1342                              (718) 268-5300                           (914) 984-2292 
 
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION – SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY – PERSONAL INJURY 
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Tony Utano
President

Earl Phillips 
Sec’y Treasurer

Latonya Crisp
Recording Sec’y

Lynwood Whichard
Administrative VP

The Transport Workers Union Local 100
Salutes Our Friends at NYCOSH 

for Another Year of Fighting for Safer Workplaces 

Congratulations
on your42 nd Annual Awards Gala
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The Union Strong members of CSEA, 
working every day to provide vital 
services to enhance the quality of life of 
all New Yorkers, are proud to support 
the mission of NYCOSH.
 
We believe in your vision of bringing 
people and organizations together to 
provide education and advocate for safer 
and healthier workplaces, communities, 
and our environment.
 
We are proud to sponsor your 2021 
Virtual Gala, and we congratulate your 
honorees.

2021 VIRTUAL Awards Gala
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Selikoff Centers for Occupational
Health joins NYCOSH in recognizing
exceptional leaders and their work in
the occupational safety and health
arena in New York.

Many doctors, nurses, and staff at the Selikoff Centers for Occupational Health were
redeployed to care for patients across the Mount Sinai Health System during the
height of the first COVID-19 wave. Heroes across New York State supported Mount
Sinai’s efforts. We thank you on behalf of our team and patients. Today, we continue to
care for individuals with COVID-19, many of whom were infected while doing their
jobs. As a WTC Health Program Clinical Center of Excellence, we also are honored to
care for the 9/11 heroes who responded 20 years ago. Today, we stand in solidarity
with all heroes—past, present, and future —including essential workers who ensure
that our communities thrive.

T H I S  Y E A R ' S  H O N O R E E S  A R E :

S E N A T O R  J E S S I C A  R A M O S
M A I N  A W A R D  

T O N Y  U T A N O  
P R E S I D E N T ,  T R A N S P O R T  W O R K E R S  U N I O N ,  L O C A L  1 0 0  
L A B O R  A C T I V I S M  A W A R D

B A R B A R A  B O W E N  
F O R M E R  P R E S I D E N T ,  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S T A F F  C O N G R E S S  
K A R E N  S I L K W O O D  A W A R D
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NEW YORK’S 
INJURED WORKERS’ BAR ASSOCIATION & 

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION ALLIANCE
ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT

THE NEW YORK 
CITY COMMITTEE 

FOR OCCUPATIONAL 
SAFETY & HEALTH

We are a statewide coalition and team of injured 
workers, attorneys and stakeholders committed to 

protecting the rights of injured workers.

NYWORKERSCOMPENSATIONALLIANCE.ORG @NEWYORKWCA
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NYSNA is more than 42,000 frontline nurses working 
together to care for our patients, keep hospitals open 
for care, and win safe staffing and healthcare for all.

NYSNA CELEBRATES NYCOSH 
and is proud to be part of the movement to guarantee 

safe and healthy workplaces for all New Yorkers

Congratulations to awardees: Senator Jessica Ramos,  
Tony Utano, President, Transport Workers Union, Local 1 and 

Barbara Bowen, Former President, Professional Staff Congress
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New York City Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO
350 W 31st. 8th Floor, New York City 10001   212-604-9552 

www.nycclc.org  * www.facebook.com/nycclc  * Twitter: @Centrallabornyc

 

PROUDLY SUPPORTS  

NYCOSH 
42ND ANNUAL VIRTUAL GALA 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF TONIGHT’S HONOREES 
 

TONY UTANO, PRESIDENT   
TRANSPORT WORKERS UNION, LOCAL 100 

LABOR ACTIVISM AWARD 
*** 

BARBARA BOWEN, FORMER PRESIDENT 
PROFESSIONAL STAFF CONGRESS 

KAREN SILKWOOD AWARD 
*** 

SENATOR JESSICA RAMOS 

 

N Y C Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO
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THE ORGANIZATION OF
STAFF ANALYSTS

                

Salutes NYCOSH on 42 years of
effective advocacy on behalf

of the health and safety
of working New Yorkers

              
      

                    

We Join NYCOSH In Honoring

BARBARA BOWEN, FORMER PRESIDENT
Professional Staff Congress/CUNY

      

Recipient of the 2021 Karen Silkwood Award
           
          

 

HON. JESSICA RAMOS
NY State Senator, 13  Senatorial District th

Chair of the Committee on Labor
 
  
   

TONY UTANO, PRESIDENT
Transport Workers Union, Local 100

Recipient of the 2021Labor Activism Award

220 East 23  Street • Ste 707 • New York, NY • 10010rd

Robert J. Croghan, Chair • Sheila Gorsky, Exec Director
(212) 686-1229 (phone) • www.osaunion.org (web)

                                                    

Uniting Workers In NY City Government

Organization of 
Staff Analysts
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The Professional Staff Congress is proud to join  
NYCOSH in honoring Barbara Bowen with the Karen Silkwood Award  
in recognition of her 21 years of extraordinary leadership as President of PSC/CUNY. 
Barbara ended her tenure as president leading the union through the worst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The fight for the health and safety of every PSC member and 
CUNY student was her top priority. A national leader, a local force. 

Congratulations, Barbara!
SAVE LIVES!  SAVE JOBS! 

SAVE CUNY!

We also congratulate this year’s other honorees:

Jessica Ramos, New York State Senate
Tony Utano, President, Transport Workers Union, Local 100

James Davis, President
Andrea Vásquez, First Vice President 

Felicia Wharton, Treasurer
Penny Lewis, Secretary

PSC/CUNY: Representing 30,000 faculty and professional staff at  
The City University of New York and the CUNY Research Foundation.

NYSUT    AFT #2334    AFL-CIO   
www.psc-cuny.org | @psc_cuny
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Friends of NYCOSH
Bellmore-Merrick United Secondary Teachers

Brenda Berkman

Debbie Berkowitz

Jeanne Blomberg

Mark Caitlin

Jennifer Fauchner

Terry Ferreira

Robert Grey

Jean Grassman

Jennifer Harrington

IBEW Local 3

Jean Turner Kelly

David Kotelchuck

May Kyi

Paul Landsbergis

Marsha Love

Irving Markowitz

Mt. Sinai Selikoff Centers for Occupational Health

Angela Loguercio

Lin Nelson

Charlene Obernauer

Linda Obernauer

Jonathan Rosen

Glenn Shor

Joel Shufro & Carol Steinsapir 

Paul Stein

Tony Straka

Andrea Vásquez

Deborah Williams
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LOCAL UNION 14-14B 
The International Union of Operating Engineers 

Affiliated with the AFL-CIO 

EDWIN L. CHRISTIAN 
Business Manager 

CHRISTOPHER T. CONFREY
President 

KENNETH B. KLEMENS, JR. JOHN R. POWERS 
Vice-President Rec./Corr. Secretary 

THOMAS ROEMER, JR. HUGH R. MANLEY 
Treasurer Financial Secretary 

Business Representatives 
CHRISTOPHER T. CONFREY

JOHN R. POWERS 
HUGH R. MANLEY 

KENNETH B. KLEMENS, JR. 

159-18 Northern Boulevard • Flushing. New York 11358
Telephone (718) 939-0600 

ALLEN WRIGHT
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 Friends of Barbara Bowen

Debbie Berkowitz

Cindy Bink

Jeanne Blomberg

Jonathan Buchsbaum

Robert Cermele

Lorraine Cohen

James Davis

Susan Fountain

Anne Friedman

Robert Grey

Ian Hansen

Jennifer Harrington

Zabby Hovey

Dean Hubbard

Mark Goldberg

Joan Greenbaum

Jean Grassman

International Brotherhood  
of Firemen and Oilers

Meg Kallman Feeley

David Kotelchuck

Penelope Lewis

Marcia Newfield

Charlene Obernauer

Kathleen Offenholley

Professional Staff Congress

Sharon Persinger

Jonathan Rosen

Patricia Rudden

Claudia Shacter-deChabert

Joel Shufro & Carol 
Steinsapir 

Felicia Wharton

Deborah Williams

Janet Winter

Naomi Zauderer
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REPRESENTING INJURED AND DISABLED WORKERS IN: 
 

•Workers’ Compensation   •Disability Pensions 
•Social Security Disability   •Construction Accidents 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HONOREES: 
 

Senator Jessica Ramos 
Tony Utano, President, Transport Workers Union, Local 100 

Barbara Bowen, Former President, Professional Staff Congress 
 

 
1-800-471-HURT 

www.RADLawNY.com 
 

   BRONX:    BROOKLYN:    QUEENS:            LONG ISLAND: 
   2426 Eastchester Rd                188 Montague St             102-02 Queens Blvd             49 W. Sunrise Hwy, #204   

  Bronx, NY 10469                  Brooklyn, NY 11201         Forest Hills, NY 11372                 Freeport, NY 11520 
 

 
HARDWORKING PEOPLE DESERVE HARDWORKING LAWYERS 
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Fusco, Brandenstein & Rada, P.C. is proud to join with NYCOSH in honoring 
three tireless advocates who never give up the fight for working people!

Hon. JESSICA RAMOS,  New York State Senator
TONY UTANO, President Transport Workers Union, Local 100

 BARBARA BOWEN, President Emeritus, Professional Staff Congress
Thanks for all you do!

Since 1978. Representing New York Workers in:
Workers’ Compensation & Occupational Diseases
Social Security Disability - Veterans Disability
NYC & NYS Employees Disability Pensions
Personal Injury & Wrongful Death

Convenient Offices
in NYC & Long Island

1.800.416.5454
__

www.FBRlaw.com

Lawyer
Advertising

______

Se habla 
español
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Congratulations to all of the Honorees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keith Purce & The Executive Board 



NYCOSH

2021 VIRTUAL Awards Gala



2021 VIRTUAL Awards Gala

NYCOSH



NYCOSH

2021 VIRTUAL Awards Gala



NYCOSH

2021 VIRTUAL Awards Gala

Congratulations,  
Sister Barbara Bowen!

We thank you for all you’ve 
done to make public higher 
education better, safe and 
more just.

With love and solidarity,
Andrea and Jerry

nycosh.org
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ABOUT NYCOSH: The New York Committee for Occupational 
Safety and Health is a membership organization of workers, 
unions, community organizations, workers’ rights activists, 
and health and safety professionals. NYCOSH uses training, 
education, and advocacy to improve health and safety 
conditions in our workplaces, our communities and our 
environment. 

Founded in 1979 on the principle that workplace injuries, 
illnesses and deaths are preventable, NYCOSH works to 
extend and defend every person’s right to a safe and 
healthy workplace.

14 Wall Street, Suite 5A
New York, NY 10005

nycoshawards@nycosh.org


